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I started the Senegal trip on Thursday the 7th of March when I flew from Oliver Thambo Airport to Dakar via Addis Ababa. I was managing the trip and responsible for the sales at the four Conferences we were to conduct during the 2 and a half weeks. I was joined by Pastor Thomas Winn from Mississippi in America on Saturday the 8th and Pastor Ronald Kalifunga from Lusaka, Zambia, on Monday the 10th. Pastor Oscar Njock was our Organizer that helped on the ground in Senegal. We have never done Conferences in a French-speaking country before, and we have never been to Senegal. Pastor Thomas Winn knew of people who knew people in Senegal. So when we heard of a reliable source that we can use Pastor Oscar to organize Conferences for us, we decided to come to Senegal. Senegal is mainly a Muslim Country with a majority Muslim population. About 4% of the population call themselves Christians. There is no overt persecution of Christians and Christians are allowed to evangelize. As I observed the people in Senegal for about two weeks, I found that many people are not devout Muslims, although you can hear the call to prayer often, but I observed that people are secular. I came to this conclusion because of the way the women dressed. 
We had our first challenge on this trip when Pastor Thomas Winn, arrived at the Guesthouse where we were staying. Just after he arrived in Dakar from the airport on Saturday morning, he discovered that he left his backpack at the airport. In the backpack was all the money for the entire trip. The airport was about an hour drive away from the Guesthouse. When Pastor Thomas discovered this, he was alarmed to say the least, as we all were! Immediately we prayed, and I called the APC team in South Africa as well to pray for us as well. We were extremely grateful and relieved when Pastor Thomas got his bag at the airport and discovered that no money was lost. Our trip and adventure could continue! Pastor Thomas brought French books from the US which I processed in Dakar, and I brought 90 micro SD cards full of French resources to sell, at our Conferences. 
On Sunday, I preached at Pastor Oscar's church in Dakar and Thomas preached at a Methodist Church. 
Dakar 11th and 12th of March
Our first Conference was in Dakar. Dakar is a very busy city with lots of traffic and people. We had our Conference at an Independent Church. We had 26 delegates at this Conference. It was our first conference in Dakar. Pastor Thomas and I taught the first day, while Pastor Ronald arrived on the first day of the Conference. We had a very good Conference. The people listened attentively, and they were glad that we came. We used a translator at each Conference. One delegate told me excitedly that he listens to Benny Hinn on satellite television! This allowed me to teach him about the heresies of the "Word of faith" movement. I encouraged him to buy the SD Card, which he did, and pointed him to good material and books to read. 
One delegate said: “Are you coming again next year? Thank you for coming! Thank you for coming and teaching us! 
Some of the questions that were asked were: Please explain Psalm 82:5 “you are gods?" What were the characteristics of the church in Antioch? Can anybody, man or woman, open a church without being trained? Must teaching, studying and preaching of the Bible be based on secular educators or by the Holy Spirit? What does the word bishop mean? Why do we still have heathen festivals in the West, which is so-called Christians nations, like Christmas, Easter, Halloween etc.? Should the church only be lead by pastors or women in the church as well? 
On Wednesday the 13th we travelled to Fatick, where we had our second Conference. We took a taxi to Fatick. It was extremely hot in Fatick, and I was taken aback by the amount of trash in the streets. We stayed in a relatively good Hotel with air conditioner. They also served us breakfast. 
Fatick 14th and 15th
We had 23 delegates at the Conference. Oscar was the local organizer. Although we started a bit late on the first day, the people trickled in, and the pastors were listening to the sessions. Both the speakers were clear in their teaching, and the messages came in much conviction and power. All the delegates were glad that we came to their area. Pastor Oscar explained to me that the pastors in Senegal are usually sceptic about new people coming, as he was as well. But Pastor Oscar's fears were relieved and told me repeatedly these messages were what the people and the church needed.
I was struck also by the general poverty levels of the people in Senegal. Many could not afford the registration fees and therefore we did not make paying the registration fees compulsory to attend the sessions. 
The questions that were asked were: Is it allowed to bring out two themes from the same passage? What do we do when you have trained a disciple, and now he does not want to follow your counsel or leadership, what do you do as a pastor? Do we (APC) have a base in Senegal? What do you think of world-missions? Can pastors have many gifts, can they be teachers, prophets, apostles, evangelists and pastors at the same time? What is the balance between obedience and the pastor using and not abusing his authority? 
On Friday the 15th right after the Conference we drove about three hours back to Dakar because the next day the team was flying to Ziguinchor. We decided not to hire a vehicle because Oscar told us that the journey from Fatick to Ziguinchor is about 17 hours. And taking into account the misfortunes and challenges we have had with hired vehicles over the years we thought it best to fly to Ziguinchor. On Saturday morning Pastor Winn however was not feeling well. He told us that his stomach was not well. My stomach was also not well on Saturday. When we arrived in Ziguichor, Pastor Winn was not feeling good at all. He could keep no food inside his body and had a fever as well. This went on till Monday. We gave him some medicine we had, and eventually, we got a doctor and a nurse to see him. By God's providence, a nurse and a non-practising doctor lived in the same building, Guesthouse, where we stayed. By Monday we got good medicine and antibiotics and Pastor Winn's situation normalized. 
I had to fill in for him on Monday at the Conference. However, a thing a was glad to do. 
By Tuesday Pastor Winn regained some strength, and he could teach one session. We were happily relieved. This was an answer to many prayers as well. I heard two years ago of a missionary pastor who went to India, and also got a stomach bug and died in a hospital in India. 
On Sunday Pastor Ronald and I preached at two different churches. We also met a Pastor from Togo who married an American Missionary. We had good times of fellowship with him and his family. Pastor Moses’ wife knew my wife who also worked in the same missionary organization before. 
Ziguinchor 18th and 19th of March
We had 21 people at the Conference. Pastor Moses helped Pastor Oscar in organizing the Conference. We had the Conference at Eglise Vivante Church. There was some lively discussion between sessions. Pastor Oscar told me afterwards it had to do with church leadership and about the fact that women can be leaders in the church. It was unfortunate that we couldn't always discuss things with the delegates because of the language barrier. But in Ziguinchor as in Dakar, there were more people who could understand English. So we could interact more with the delegates. Our talks were appreciated. In Ziguinchor, which is an attractive tourist destination, we were told that many people in that area were illiterate. Pastor Moses told us that they use storytelling in their gospel presentations. Moses also told us that it is very hard for people from a Muslim background to break away from their religion. Although there is no explicit persecution, when Muslims become Christians, they are ostracized from their families, and many lose their jobs as well.
Questions at the Conference: Why is it so difficult to speak about love? Can women be pastors? Are there contradictions in the Bible? What happens when your children are rebellious, and you are a pastor? What do you do when you have a new convert with two wives where people gather for church and no elders to lead? How long does it take to disciple a person? What should we do when women have no mature Christian women who can disciple them, should men then disciple them? Is it wrong to every day, open the Bible, and put it on the bed the whole day? If an elder commits sexual immorality what should the members of the congregation do? Can a single man be a pastor? Can you share with us Pastor Ronald, what has God taught you concerning discipleship over the years? When a person lived a wicked life and repented and then wants to become an elder, can he serve as an elder? 
One delegate told me "I’m blessed by this teaching on discipleship."
On Wednesday the 20th we travelled to Kolda, by far the hottest place where we travelled to in Senegal. When we arrived in Kolda, it was 41 degrees Celsius 5 o’ clock in the afternoon! The Hotel where we stayed also didn't really have aircon although the fan did work. But it was a very skimpy wind that passed the three of us every now and again during the hot night. But we survived and were grateful for the opportunity to visit the interior of Senegal. My impression of Kolda was also that there was a lot of waste and paper scattered all around. Kolda is also one of the larger cities in Senegal. 
Kolda 21st and 22nd
We started our last Conference on Thursday the 21st. We had 32 delegates at this Conference. We had the Conference at Eglise Evangelique Des Assemblees de Dieu. Our book sales were by far the best in Kolda. We also sold more than 20 SD cards in Kolda. Pastors, we were told, came from far to the Conference. We were grateful that Pastor Oscar sent out so many invitations to the people in his networks. Pastor Oscar, who comes from Cameroon, has been a missionary in Senegal for over 17 years. He is a man who is very passionate about prayer and conducts Conferences on prayer regularly. I would say that our Conference in Kolda was our best one in Senegal. The speakers, again did a splendid job in teaching and ministering the word of God faithfully. We are thankful for their labours in the Lord. 
One of the comments for the delegates at Kolda was: "These teachings are very important for the growth for the church." 
Some of the questions that we receive at this Conference were:
What advice would you give, how to grow the church? How should we deal with untruthfulness in the church? What is the place of instruments in worship? Is worship just about singing or something else? Are we to treat all of Scripture in the same way? How can we rebuke a brother to restore him? What is the role of the five-fold ministry? Can pastors be evangelists and can evangelists be prophets or apostles or pastors? How should pastors deal with members who claim to receive revelations of God about other members? What should the church in Senegal do when someone in an independent church teaches things contrary to the word of God, and he gets disciplined by a committee of evangelical churches but refuses to stop teaching and preaching? What is the place of the Holy Spirit in Evangelism? 
On Friday evening after the Conference, we drove back to Ziguichor. And on Saturday we flew back to Dakar. I preached on Sunday in a Baptist Church once more. It was quite an experience. There were about 200 people in the congregation. It was a wonderful opportunity for me to preach the word of God. 
Pastor Ronald flew back to Zambia on Saturday, and Pastor Thomas flew back on Sunday morning early. I flew back to South Africa on Monday morning. 
All in all, from the feedback we relieved from Pastor Oscar and from the delegates we believe we had a good Conference run in Senegal. After Pastor Oscar spoke to a few that attended the Conferences he said many had asked us to come again. They said it should not be a once off Conference trip! Many were encouraged, and one delegate who has bought a SD card has listened to the sermons and said it really blessed him. He said that these sermons are not for babies. Also, the feedback we got from our preaching at the different churches we ministered in on Sunday’s, were all positive.  We know the gospel is much needed in Senegal. The people told us among the Wolof and the Fulbe people groups they are very few believers. So, may God continue to grow and strengthen his church in Senegal and may His kingdom expand in this area of the world. 
We thank God for Grace Baptist Church in Mississippi, where Pastor Thomas Winn pastors, who gave so generously for the trip and for Chapel Library and Frontline Fellowship who gave many books to us. Also for all those who laboured behind the scenes, and were praying for us, thank you! Without you, this trip would not have been possible! 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
Nico van Zyl
Conference Manager
